
Using the Rudolf Steiner Community Center Library 
 
 
 
The library at the Rudolf Steiner Community Center in Pasadena, CA, has a large 
collection of anthroposophical books (over 2,000 titles) and many of Rudolf Steiner’s 
lectures (over 3,000).  The library has a database of its holdings which are made available 
for browsing via the RSCC website (www.anthroposophy-socal.com).   The browsing 
facility is available through a link on the library’s and bookstore’s web page on this site.  
Use the ‘Visit Library Holdings’ to link into the new facility.  This page becomes ‘Home’ 
within the interactive library screens. 

 

http://www.anthroposophy-socal.com/


 
From this link there are several interactive web pages which access and display the 
contents of the database in various ways.  The preliminary entry screen shows the number 
of volumes and lectures currently available, and offers five separate buttons which invoke 
subordinate screens.   
 

 
 
These subordinate screens have three common controls which are very similar 
functionally: 
 
 Display:  Show information about the selected volume or lecture. 
 Find:   Perform a search and present the results 
 Quit:   Finished with this process; go back to previous screen. 
 OK:  On some screens, much the same as Quite. 
 
In addition the Lecture screen has two controls Next and Previous discussed with that 
screen. 
 
The screens also have one standard link: Home, which exits from the browse facility and 
navigates back to the main Bookstore/Library screen. 



 
Title 
 

 
 
On this Title screen ‘fifth gospel’ has been entered as an argument to the text box and the 
Find button has disclosed 22 titles with some relevance to the entered request.  The only 
truly relevant finding has sorted to the top of the list.  When a title has been selected, then 
the Display button becomes relevant. 



 
Author 
 

 
 
On this screen three authors have been selected individually.  (Use the Ctrl key on the 
keyboard to selected individual entries.)  In this case Find has turned up four titles, any 
of which may be selected for Display. 
 
 
Translator 
The screen is not illustrated.  It operates very similarly to the Author screen. 



 
Keywords or Subject 
 

 
 
The Subject or Keyword screen utilizes an index on the database based on subject matter.  
In this illustration, the Ctrl key with mouse clicks have highlighted two selections under 
Keywords; the selection of Find has resulted in three titles which may be displayed. 
 
Lectures 
 

 
 
In this illustration of the Lectures screen, ‘fifth gospel’ has once again been chosen, 
resulting in twenty-nine lecture titles being readied for Display.  Another option on this 
screen is By Date/Place. 



Lectures by date and place. 
 

 
 
This screen allows for filtering lectures by date and place.  In this illustration filtering 
lectures given during the years 1910 through 1921 in Berlin has resulted in 265 titles to 
choose from. 
 
Book Display 
 

 
 
The book display is full of detail, most of it self-explanatory.  This example shows a 
volume of Rudolf Steiner’s Fifth Gospel.   The button for Copy Info invokes a screen 
which tells where the volume is the library and whether it is on reserve.  Some titles have 
multiple volumes, all of which are listed.  This particular title, like so many of Rudolf 



Steiner’s, is a collection of lectures.  The Lectures button invokes a screen to display the 
lectures individually. 
 
Copy Info Display 
 

 
 
In this example there are nine copies of The Fifth Gospel; the second of these nine is not 
on reserve and has no comments concerning it (often the case).  The two buttons on this 
screen Previous and Next allow for browsing through each of the copies. 



 
Lecture Display 
 

 
 
The Lecture display shows time and place as well as keywords and the pagination in the 
volume collection.  The Previous and Next buttons cycle through the collection. 
 
These interactive screens are supplemented by three choices of static reporting from the 
main selection panel; this choice is made from the following screen: 
 

 
 
These three reports have similar formats.  The first shows all volumes authored by Rudolf 
Steiner sorted by title; the second report is similar except the sorting is by GA number.  
The third report, in a slightly different format displays volumes by other authors.  
Following is an example of the first report: 



 


